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courtesy, enquired: "What attitude would you take up if
Don Niceto was in danger?"

"General," I replied, "it is quite obvious. I should do
my duty."

"Just so," he said, "but that is very abstract. I should
like you to put it more concretely."

"Very well then. Concretely I tell you that my life and
the lives of the forces under me are bound to defend the
life of the President. But I should like to add that I do not
command the escort of Don Niceto Alcala-Zamora, but
that of the Head of the State. Personally, if I felt enough
regard for him, I could sacrifice myself for Don Niceto
Alcala-Zamora, but not my forces, which are not a
praetorian guard."

Knowing the great sagacity of General Batet, I could
understand where his question led, and I was convinced
that there were to be attempts at a military seizure of
power. There was, in fact, an effort to bring it about, but
whether through lack of preparation, whether because the
people were ready, or whether because it was thought
premature, all that happened was the arrest of a few
commanders and officers; very few when one realises how
many were mixed up in this abortive rebellion.

As a result of the crisis, Sefior Azana, head of the
Republican Left Party, who had been responsible for
forming the Popular Front, was now entrusted with
the task of forming a Government. He took office with
the best intentions, and realising how much needed
to be done to remove hatred, and bring back normality
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